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SAND IN THE WHEELS 


Weekly newsletter - n°33 - Wednesday 31° May 2000. 


DON’T MISS IT 
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1- Don’t miss the rendezvous 


2- An Irish contribution to a discussion on the Tobin Tax 


3- Liberation of ATTAC (Tunisia) Activists 
4- Canadian Canola Creates Crisis 


Don’t miss the rendezvous 


Cyberfemmes at Beijing +5 (UN General 
assembly special session - UNGASS) 4th to 
June 9th, 2000 


http: //www.canalweb.net/vers/cyberfemmes. 





asp email : joe _palm@hotmail.com 





Les Penelopes would like you to meet and 
join them during six consecutive days, on 
"Cyberfemmes" to take part and follow in live 
the UN Special Session. Programs will be held 
live fom 1:30pm to 2:30pm New York time. A 
chatroom will be open at 3:30pm, 9:30pm in 
France. You are therefore strongly 
encouraged to participate to the online 
debate. You can also send emails with your 
comments, the team in New York will post 
them the next day. 


Program 


Sunday June 4th MEDIA, with the 
participants of WomenAction2000 from each 
of the regions: Asia, Africa, Latin America, 
Europe and the participation of Karen Banks 
(APC-WNSP) 


Monday June 5th ARMED CONFLICT and 
VIOLENCE with African (Uganda) and Eastern 
European participants. Special guest will also 
be a woman from Kosovo and Anne Walker 
(IWTC). Anne Walker will provide a short 


history of the UN women's conferences 
particularly from the perspective of women's 
human rights. 


Tuesday June 6th GLOBALISATION with 
participants from Asia,and the United States. 
During the Special Session three days will be 
devoted to this subject 


Wenesday J une 7th, REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 
with participants from Asia, Africa and a 
special participation from PROCHOICE 
organisations in France and the US. 


Thursday June 8th ENVIRONMENT and FOOD 
SECURITY with participants from _ the 
Philippines, India, and Canada 


Friday June 9th Best-of, final conclusions, 
commentaries? 


The production will be French-language, and 
a text-version of the news will be available 
in English and French, in the section 'book' 
on the Cyberfemmes site. Les Penelopes will 
give NGOs a platform for sharing and talking 
about their groundwork and advocacy 
methods. Each participant will be speaking 
in her own language (English, French and 
Spanish). There will be short documentaries 
and on-the-spot interviews illustrating each 
theme. The daily news reader will provide a 
French synthesis of the day's news. Crucial 
items will be excerpted from the 
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WomenAction daily newspaper. There will 
also. be in-depth text describing the 
contributors and the subject matter treated 
during the programs. A _ photographic 
documentary will be available daily in the 
section ‘book’. All the programs will be 
archived and publicly accessible. 


An Irish contribution to a discussion on 
the Tobin Tax 


How can the greatest amount of 
transparency and democracy within a Tobin 
Tax Institution be assured? 


The proceeds of the tax are expected to be 
considerable and_ therefore’ issues_ of 
transparency and democracy are crucial. 


This is why it seems important to involve 
representatives of civil society both in the 
running of a TTI and in the administration of 
the tax at the local level. However, the 
involvement of civil society can only be 
meaningful if civil society is empowered to 
play its part. 


At the moment, the active portion of civil 
society is a tiny minority. It is an elite and 
regards itself as such. Petitions on issues of 
interest to the whole of society are circulated 
for signature by "personalities" who usually 
state their occupation. Researchers, lawyers, 
writers, etc. dominate. 


There is no point in speaking of democracy at 
a time when the majority of people have no 
access to education and when, even in 
countries where education seemed to be a 
secure social conquest, we are witnessing a 
sinister, unprecedented and_ systematic 
operation of "dumbing down". 


The ASTI convention of April 2000 (The ASTI 
is the Association of Secondary Teachers of 
Ireland) heard a delegate say: "We're always 
complaining about child labour in Third World 
countries, so how do we justify the gross 
abuse of the child labour laws in_ this 
country? Many parents turn a blind eye as 
they are relieved of the demands from 


teenagers to fund a lifestyle to which they 
have now become accustomed. Child labour 
is fuelling the Celtic tiger." 


The rate of illiteracy is an acknowledged 
source of worry for the Irish government. 
This leaves a sheltered, privileged, educated 
elite in charge. How then can we be sure that 
the levying and redestribution of the Tobin 
Tax will reflect the aspirations of society at 
large? 


In Ireland, we can see how partnership 
agreements negotiated by cosseted trade 
union leaders, who have lost touch with the 
rank and file workers, are being more and 
more contested by ordinary union members. 
Trade union leaders are now heard talking 
about the difficulties they have "containing 
their members’ expectations". They no longer 
see representing their members as their role. 
The debate on who will redistribute the tax 
will of course also influence the answer to the 
following question . 


What to do with the proceeds of the tax? 


My own suggestion, which flows logically 
from what | wrote above, is that education - 
and in particular education for citizenship - 
must be a priority. 


In a speech given in Dublin on 31 march 
2000 at a Labour Party seminar, Joan Burton, 
Labour Party spokesperson on development, 
argued that the resources needed to fund an 
ambitious education programme worldwide 
are actually quite modest. Universal primary 
education would cost £5bn a year to fund, 
roughly four days of current military 
spending and half what is spent on ice cream 
every year in Europe. She also noted, 
interestingly, that in many parts of Africa, 
cutbacks in education have gone hand in 
hand with the introduction of democratic 
political reforms to replace one party rule. 
Usually, political reforms have led _ to 
wholesale privatisations and that has 
included the privatisation of education at all 
levels, thus restricting the provision even 
further to a small elite. To me, this is one 
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more illustration of the fallacy of equating 
democracy with a free market economy. 


In the meantime, the existence of a 
movement like ATTAC, with its emphasis on 
popular education and open debate, is a 
hopeful step on the road to a more 
democratic control of institutions. 


Claudine - ATTAC-Ireland 
ireland@attac; org 





Note 1: 

On 20 May, at the Green Party Conference in 
Carlow, the following Irish Parliamentarians 
endorsed the call for Tobin Style Taxes at the 
ATTAC stand: 

- Ms Patricia McKenna, MEP, Ireland 

- Ms Nuala Ahern, MEP, Ireland 

- Mr John Gormley, TD (Member of 
Parliament) Ireland 

- Mr Trevor Sargent, TD (Member of 
Parliament) Ireland 


Note 2: Collecting and managing the Tobin 
tax ? A questionnaire is available at 
http: //attac.org/fra/asso/doc/doc1402en.htm 





Liberation of ATTAC (Tunisia) Activists 


On Monday, May sth, at 7.00 pm, Fathi 
Chamkhi, the president of RAID (ATTAC- 
Tunisia), Mohamed Chourabi, a member of 
RAID, and Iheb Heni, display screen recopier, 
were released from Mornag prison, where 
they had been detained since April 8th. 


After the release of the journalist Taoufik Ben 
Brik and return of his passport, the Tunisian 
authorities have again been obliged to back 
down and liberate the three RAID activists. 
It is beyond doubt that this victory is due to 
the international mobilisation which has been 
gaining momentum steadily since April 8th. 


In Tunisia, a national committee of support 
for RAID was constituted at the initiative of a 
group of militant Tunisian democrats, 
meeting at the Hdtel Africa in Tunis on May 
7th. 


In Morocco, a round of meetings to get 
support for RAID is being organised by 
ATTAC- Morocco. 


In France, the ATTAC network as a whole has 
been mobilised over the last three weeks, 
together with the collabortion of other 
activist networks: the Tunisian Committee for 
the Respect of Liberties and the Rights of 
Man (CRLDHT), the IFRM, Amnesty 
International, the CGT (a major French trade 
union), and the NGO "Agir Ensemble pour les 
Droits de I'Homme" (Act Together for the 
Rights of Man). Rallies have been held before 
the Tunisian embassy and consulates, MEP's 
have been canvassed, members of the 
French parliament as well as elected local 
officials have been asked to express their 
views, meetings of solidarity have been held 
and innumerable protest mails sent to the 
Tunisian authorities. These manifestations 
have enabled us to measure the extent of 
our common ground with the Tunisian 
democrats. 


This initial victory is an encouragement to 
continue the fight. For in point of fact: 


* two of the charges (out of the original four) 
have been retained against Fathi, Mohamed 
and theb: that of maintaining an 
unrecognised organisation, and that of 
spreading false news liable to disturb public 
order. 


We demand that these charges be dropped. 


* Jellal Zoughlami, a member of RAID, is still 
in prison. He was incarcerated on the same 
day that a number of French journalists were 
treated to a sample of Tunisian police 
methods. Two days later, he was 
condemned to three months in jail for violent 
behavious towards a_ police officer. We 
demand his release. 


* Lastly, RAID still has no legal existence. 
RAID should be able to exist and develop ina 
context of legality and security. 
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On May 9th, at the initiative of ATTAC- 
France, a national committee of support for 
RAID was formed, to continue the struggle 
for democracy and freedom in Tunisia. This 
committee will also act as a_ watch 
committee, with the notable aim of avoiding 
the harassment of other RAID activists by the 
Tunisian authorities for having exercised their 
constitutional rights. A particular concern will 
be the trouble-free return to his country of 
Sadri Khiari, a Tunisian citizen, who is at 
present the main speaker at support 
meetings being organised by ATTAC in 
France. 


Le Bureau National d'ATTAC-France 
Paris, May 9th, 2000 


Canadian Canola Creates Crisis 


The proverbial can of worms has_ been 
opened. Avanta Seeds of Winnipeg, Canada, 
has been the progenitor of global GMO 
distribution. As Howard Morris, General 
Manager of Avatar explained on CBC radio 
today (Thursday, May 19), genetically 
modified canola seed was grown, according 
to Canadian regulation, 800m away from 
other fields of non-genetically modified 
canola, but through cross-pollination, the 
gene produced from genetic manipulation 
appeared in seeds sold to Europe, seeds that 
are now producing crops in France, Germany, 
UK and Sweden, all members of the EU, and 
the EU having stated explicitly that, without 
further research, GMOs are x-rated. Finding 
words in response to the questions posed to 


him by the CBC reporter, like someone 
stepping over a minefield, Morris, without 
hesitation, acknowledged that the full impact 
will not be known until early 2001. 
Meanwhile, farmers in Great Britain, who 
have already sown the seed, are in a no-win 
situation: their crops are tainted and will not 
be saleable, nor have they been assured 
compensation or a_ subsidy from_ the 
government. This will affect approximately 
500-600 farmers, representing one per cent 
of the canola crop. Nine thousand hectares, 
over 20,000 acres, have been harvested. 
The genetically-modified seed is showing up 
already in honey purchased in shops. While 
the reaction of the other EU countries was 
not reported, the French government has 
called for the destruction of all fields grown 
with the genetically-modified seed. What 
remains to be understood is the Canadian- 
government-approved separation distance 
between’ genetically-modified plants and 
those which are not when Friends of the 
Earth, a British-based group, can attest to 
the fact that bees carrying pollen travel 2-1/2 
miles. And Canadian regulations are by no 
means lax; the UK, for instance, regulates a 
minimum of 200m. The story did not miss 
the attention of the British Royal Family. 
Hopefully, Prince Charles' words will not be 
taken in vain. 


Patricia Plansdown. 
Redactor newsletter@attac.org 





